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ANNUAL  REPORT 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
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19  5 0 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District  of 

Amesbury 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report  on  the  public  health 
of  the  District  during  1950. 

My  predecessor,  Dr.  D.  L.  Johnson,  was  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
throughout  the  year  ; he  took  up  an  appointment  with  the  Wiltshire 
County  Council  early  in  1951. 


The  estimated  population  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General  was 
21,860.  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  1950  was  259,  and  the 
rate  of  natural  increase  is  thus  11.8  per  1,000  population  There  were 
389  (201  male  and  188  female)  live  births  which  gives  a rate  per  1 000 
population  of  17.8,  which  becomes  20.6  per  1,000  011  correction  for 
purposes  of  comparison  with  similar  rates  in  other  areas.  The  live 
birth  rate  for  the  administrative  county  is  15.7  and  that  for  England 
and  Wales  15.8  per  1,000  population. 

The  death  rate  based  on  130  deaths  (72  males  and  58  females)  after 
correction  for  comparability  is  9.0  per  1,000  population.  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  the  administrative  county  resoec 
tively  was  11.6  and  10.6  per  1,000  population. 
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The  death  rate  in  infants  nnder  one  year  of  age  (infant  mortality 
rate)  is  25.7  per  1,000  live  births  : there  were  actually  10  (8  male  and 

2 female)  such  deaths  in  389  births  during  1950.  The  corresponding 
figures  for  this  rate  in  the  administrative  county  were  22.8  per  1,000 
live  births  and  29.8  per  1,000  live  births  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  neonatal  (under  4 weeks  of  age)  deaths  numbered  4 (3  males 
and  1 female)  and  this  gives  a rate  of  10.3  per  1,000  live  births. 

Death  rates  from  special  causes  gave  the  following  rates  per  1,000 
population,  for  tuberculosis  (0.48  per  1,000),  cancer  (1.1  per  1,000) 
and  pneumonia  (0.35  per  1,000). 

The  proportional  mortality  rates  of  principal  diseases  expressed 
as  a proportion  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year  were  : diseases 

of  the  heart  and  circulation  other  than  coronary  disease,  26.2  per  cent.  ; 
cancer  and  central  nervous  system  vascular  lesions,  each  13. 1 per  cent.  ; 
pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  9.2  per  cent.  ; coronary  disease,  6.9  per 
cent.,  and  tuberculosis  5.4  per  cent. 

The  incidence  rates  per  1,000  population  for  the  following  notifiable 
diseases  in  the  District  during  1950  were  : whooping  cough  1.8  (Eng- 

land and  Wales  3.6),  scarlet  fever  0.9  (England  and  Wales  1.5),  measles 
0.9  (England  and  Wales  8.39)  and  poliomyelitis  (11011-paralytic)  0.09 
(England  and  Wales  0.05). 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  totalled  93  for  the  District  dur- 
ing 1950. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  notifications  which  are  not  included  above 
numbered  12  during  1950  : 7 respiratory  and  5 other  forms. 

The  position  in  regard  to  diphtheria  immunization  at  31.12.50 
was  : 95  per  cent.  (2,995)  of  the  population  under  15  years  of  age  had 

completed  primary  immunization  ; and  the  following  proportions  com- 
pleted immunization  in  the  age  groups  shown  : under  5 years  of  age 
50.6  per  cent,  of  the  population  in  that  age  group  ; and  between  5 — 15 
years  of  age,  75  per  cent,  of  the  estimated  population  under  15  years 
of  age. 

Other  relevant  data  are  given  in  the  body  of  the  report  which  is 
followed  by  that  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Roderick  Mackay, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

August,  1951. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Sanitary  Inspector 


STAFF 


D.  L.  JOHNSON,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 
1.  L.  FISHER,  c.s.i.b.,  m.s.i.a. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 

• • • • 

63.455 

Number  of  Parishes 

Population  mid-1950,  as  estimated  by  the 

• • • • 

17 

Registrar  General 

Total 

21,860 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1950  : — 

• • • • 

4,020 

By  Private  Enterprise 
By  Local  Authority 

• • • • 

11 

• • • • 

49 

Rateable  Value 

• • • • 

£141,878 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

• • • • 

£ 587 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births 

201 

188 

389 

Legitimate 

198 

178 

37  6 

Illegitimate 

3 

10 

13 

Still  Births 

6 

5 

5 

J 

II 

Legitimate 

6 

1 1 

Illegitimate 
Live  Birth  Rate 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

17.8 

13.8 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  causes 
Crude  Death  Rate 

Crude  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

72 

58 

130 
6.0 
11. 6 

Total 

8 

2 • 

10 

Legitimate 

8 

2 

10 

Illegitimate 

Infantile  Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Infantile  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

25-7 

29.8 

NOTE  : 

The  number  of  births,  still-births,  and  deaths  are  those  registered 
during  1950  after  adjustment  has  been  made  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers. 
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BIRTH  RATE ; INFANT  DEATH  RATE ; TOTAL  DEATH 

RATE,  etc. — 1950 


Amesbury 

Administrative 

England 

R.D. 

County 

and  IV ales 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  pop.) 

14-95 

15-73 

15.8 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  pop.) 
Death  Rate  of  Infants  under 

9.0 

10-57 

11. 6 

1 year  (per  1,000  live 

births) 

25-7 

22.81 

29.8 

Death  Rates — Special  Causes 

(per  1,000  pop.)  : — 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

0.48 

0.25 

0.36 

,,  (other  forms) 

0.00 

0.02 

— 

Cancer 

1. 10 

i-57 

— 

Pneumonia 

0-35 

0.36 

0.46 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease  was  93  as 
compared  with  144  in  1949.  There  were  39  cases  of  whooping  cough, 
20  of  measles  and  20  of  scarlet  fever.  Two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  oc- 
curred in  1950,  both  non-paralytic  ; 4 cases  were  actually  notified. 

There  .were  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

A table  of  the  monthly  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  is- given 
below  ; it  shows  uncorrected  notifications.  There  were  (after  cor- 
rection) 19  scarlet  fever  ; 14  measles  ; 2 poliomyelitis  (non-para- 
lytic). 


NOTIFICATIONS 

OF 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

-1950 

w 
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PP 

O' 

a 

H 

cC 

PP 

22 
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O 

h- 1 

£> 

rK 

O 
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9 
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W 
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< 

— 
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£> 

t> 

rv* 

CQ 

O 

O 

O 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

O 

• O 

— 

6 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Whooping  Cough 

. II 

— 

— 

*- 

1 

0 

o 

10 

3 

0 

4 

3 

I 

39 

Measles 

. 2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

6 

6 

— 

— 

I 

20 

Pneumonia 

. — 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever . 

. I 

• 

1 

Poliomyelitis  . . 

. 2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Erysipelas 

. 

— 

— 

1 

1 

? 

Total 

19 

— 

10 

6 

5 

8 

14 

11 

10 

5 

3 

2 

93 

4 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Twelve  new  cases  were  added  to  the  register,  7 pulmonary  and  5 
non-pulmonary.  Seven  deaths  occurred,  from  pulmonary  tuberculo- 
sis. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION 

Two  hundred  and  fourteen  primary  immunizations  and  216  re-in- 
forcement  injections  were  done  in  this  District  by  t lie  County  Medical 
staff  and  general  practitioners  during  the  year.  I he  total  child 
population  immunized  in  1950  was  2,997,  a percentage  ol  95-5- 

VACCINATION 

During  1950  only  52  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  vaccinated, 
or  something  less  than  14  per  cent,  of  the  children  born  (3S9)  in  195°  i 
and  those  vaccinated  over  one  year  of  age  are  negligible.  1 his  un- 
satisfactory situation  cannot  fail  in  the  future  to  create  a fertile  soil 
for  the  small  pox  virus  which  can  be  so  readily  introduced  into  any 
area  these  days  with  increased  and  speedy  travel. 

Parents  would  be  well  advised  to  consider  this  matter  of  protecting 
their  children  against  smallpox,  and  no  opportunity  should  be  lost  of 
impressing  this  upon  them  by  propaganda  on  all  possible  occasions. 

HOUSING 

The  housing  position  continued  to  be  as  urgent  as  in  recent  years  ; 
and  during  1950  in  common  with  other  localities,  sub-standard  and 
other  unsatisfactory  housing  continue  in  use  for  want  of  better  accom- 
modation. 

Requests  frequently  reach  the  Public  Health  department  of  the 
Council  for  assistance  with  housing  ; priority  on  the  grounds  of  chronic 
diseases,  particularly  tuberculosis,  and  to  relieve  overcrowding  should 
be  absolute. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Periodic  water  sampling  continues  to  give  satisfactory  results. 
There  arc  council  operated  supplies  at  Amesbury,  Bulford,  Durrington, 
and  Shrewton.  Cholderton,  Wilsford-Lake  and  Tilshcad  are  supplied 
from  non-council  sources  ; the  water  proved  satisfactory  on  testing 
(bacteriological). 

Considerations  for  a water  supply  at  Figheldean  are  in  hand,  as 
part  of  the  future  Regional  Scheme,  which  also  encourages  so  far  new 
boreholes  at  Newton  Tony  and  Shrewton. 

PESTS  ACT,  1949 

i he  Council  has  made  arrangements,  together  with  the  neigh- 
bouring authorities  of  Salisbury  and  Wilton,  to  discharge  its  obligations 
in  terms  of  the  provision  of  this  Act. 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  Council  of  this  Authority  has  adopted  the  model  by-laws  in 
connection  with  the  control  of  infection  in  food  handling. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH— 1950 
REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  RETURN 


M.  F.  Total 


I 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

5 

2 

7 

2 

,,  other 

— 

— 

O 

O 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

. — 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infectious  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

— 

— 

— 

11 

,,  ,,  , lung,  bronchus 

3 

0 

n 

6 

12 

,,  ,,  , breast 

2 

2 

13 

,,  ,,  , uterus 

— 

2 

2 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

6 

— 

6 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

10 

17 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

5 

4 

9 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

— 

2 

20 

Other  heart  diseases 

12 

13 

25 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

4 

7 

22 

Influenza 

— 

— 

23 

Pneumonia 

2 

3 

5 

24 

Bronchitis 

4 

3 

7 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

26 

Ldcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

1 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

1 

1 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

1 

3i 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

— 

2 

32 

Other  defined  and  undefined  diseases 

12 

8 

20 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

34 

All  other  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

35 

Suicide 

3 

— 

3 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Total  all  Causes  72  58  130 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  AMESBURY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

19  5 0 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  second  Annual  Report  of  work 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the  Council  during 

the  year  1950. 

The  particulars  in  the  Report  are  in  conformity  with  the  Ministry 
of  Health  regulations  and  requirements. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  ( hairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  co-operation  given  during 

the  year. 

I am  also  grateful  to  your  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  his  assistance 
in  the  compilation  of  the  information  on  water  supplies,  drainage  and 
sewerage  and  refuse  collection  and  disposal  throughout  the  District, 
and  in  addition  the  helpfulness  of  the  Clerk  and  his  Department  at  all 

times. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  L.  Fisher. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


NUMBER  and  NATURE  of  VISITS  or 


INSPECTIONS 


DURING  1950 


GENERAL  SAN  ELATION 
Number  of  inspections  re  Water  Supply 
Number  of  inspections  re  Drainage  of  property 
Number  of  inspections  re  keeping  of  animals 
Number  of  inspections  of  Fried  Fish  Shops 
Number  of  inspections  of  Moveable  Dwellings 
Number  of  inspections  under  Factories  Act,  1937  . . 
Number  of  inspections  of  Bakehouses 
Number  of  inspections  re  Refuse  Collection  and  Dis- 
posal 

Number  of  inspections  re  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act 

Number  of  inspections  re  sampling  of  water  supplies 
Number  of  Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

HOUSING 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Act 
Number  of  visits  paid  to  above  houses 
Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts 
Number  of  visits  paid  to  above  houses 
Number  of  verminous  houses  inspected 
Number  of  visits  paid  to  above  houses 
Number  of  Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 
Number  of  Property  Owners,  agents  and  Builders 
interviewed 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Number  of  Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

Number  of  Visits  re  Disinfection 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  . . 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 
Number  of  Visits  to  Poultry  Packing  Station 
Number  of  Inspections  of  Knackers  Yards 
Number  of  Visits  to  Butchers  Shops 
Number  of  Visits  to  Fishmongers 
Number  of  Visits  to  Grocers 
Number  of  Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Number  of  Visits  to  Ice  ('ream  Premises 
Number  of  Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises 
Number  of  Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 


113 

20 

13 

151 

42 

24 

45 

hi 

4i 

37 

742 

143 

U34 

54 

190 

5 

FI 

(>5 

121 

(>04 

19 

7 

25 


64 

o 

46 

9 

12 

36 

43 

48 

8 

269 


TOTAL 


9 


1 ,()(>() 


ERADICATION  OF  VERMIN 

Only  five  cases  of  verminous  premises  were  dealt  with  during  the 
year  ot  winch  three  were  minor  infestations  of  Bed-bugs  and  two  as  a 
result  of  flea  in  testation.  In  each  case  Proprietory  Insecticides  with 
residual  DA).  1 . were  used  and  subsequent  reinspections  showed  that 
the  treatment  had  been  satisfactory. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Very  little  action  has  been  found  necessary  during  the  year  and 
only  minor  contraventions  have  been  dealt  with.  The  following  is  the 

list  of  Factories  in  the  District  : — 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  12 

Engineering,  including  Garages  . 14 

Electricity  Generating  2 

joinery,  Woodwork  6 

Testing  of  Flow  Meters  1 

Coachbuilding  2 

Milk  Pasteurising  j 

Laundering  j 

Corn  Milling  T 

Manufacture  of  Smoke  Bombs ....  1 

Sausage  Making  x 

42 

OUTWORKERS 

Three  outworkers  were  notified  to  the  Office  by  other  Authori- 
ties. In  each  case  the  home  conditions  were  found,  on  inspection,  to 
be  satisfactory. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

No  alteration  has  been  made  to  the  Refuse  Collection  system  in 
the  District,  the  larger  Villages  having  a once  weekly  collection  and  the 
smaller  ones  a fortnightly  collection.  Disposal  of  the  refuse  by  means  of 
controlled  tipping  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  Saleable'  materials 
such  as  iron  and  rags  are  separated  at  the  Refuse  Tip  and  are  sold  to 
Contractors  and  waste  paper  is  also  now  being  salvaged  and  sold. 

HOUSING 

The  continued  restrictions  on  building  operations  still  limits  action 
under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  to  premises  in  need  of  imme- 
diate and  urgent  repairs.  As  further  new  housing  accommodation  be- 
comes available,  and  the  housing  shortage  becomes  less  acute  in  the 
District,  increased  activity  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 
is  to  be  anticipated. 
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During  the  year  three  applications  were  made  by  private  owners 
for  Improvement  Grants  under  the  Housing  Act  1949.  Of  these,  one 
was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  one  was  refused  by  the  Min- 
istry on  the  grounds  that  the  works  had  been  commenced  before  appro- 
val was  given  and  the  third  was  refused  by  the  Council  on  the  grounds 
that  the  building  proposed  to  be  improved  was  unsuitable,  being  con- 
structed of  short  lived  materials.  The  fact  that  “ tied  cottages  ” are 
ineligible  for  financial  assistance  under  this  Act,  somewhat  limits  the 
application  of  the  Act  to  a Rural  District  such  as  this,  where  tied  cot- 
tages are  numerous  and  regarded  as  essential  by  their  owners.  There 
is  little  doubt  that  many  of  these  would  enjoy  improved  facilities  if 
they  were  brought  within  the  scope  of  the  Act. 


ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1936  AND  PUBLIC 

HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 


served  requesting  defects  to  be  remedied  . . 86 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

as  a result  of  such  action  . . . . . . . . 66 

Proceedings  under  Section  93  Public  Health  Act , 1936 
Number  of  Premises  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . . . . 3 

Number  of  Premises  in  which  defects  were  remedied  as  a 

result  of  such  action  . . . . . . . . 2 

Proceedings  under  Section  9 Housing  Act,  1936 
Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied . . . . 1 


Proceedings  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936 
Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 
tion Orders  were  made  . . . . . . . . - 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  (including  2 demolished  in 

anticipation  of  Demolition  Orders)  . . . . 4 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  Undertak- 
ings not  to  Let  were  accepted  by  this  Authority.  . 2 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  made  fit  and  Undertakings 

cancelled  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Proceedings  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act,  1936 
Number  of  Parts  of  Buildings  Closed  . . . . . . 2 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  the  31st  March,  1951  and  now  places 
definite  responsibility  on  the  Local  Authority  to  take  such  steps,  as 
may  be  necessary,  to  secure,  as  far  as  practicable,  that  their  District  is 
kept  Iree  from  rats  and  mice.  After  giving  consideration  to  this  Act, 
the  Council  decided  to  approach  a neighbouring  Authority  to  investi- 
gate the  possibility  of  taking  joint  action  to  set  up  an  organisation  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  These  negotiations  have  pro- 


ceeded  satisfactorily  and  a Joint  Committee  has  been  formed  to  in- 
clude the  Rural  Districts  of  Amesbury  and  Salisbury  and  Wilton  and 
the  Borough  of  Wilton  and  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector-Operator 
is  shortly  to  be  made.  The  arrangement  is  to  be  subject  to  review 
after  the  scheme  has  been  operated  for  a year. 

Since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Act  more  complaints  have 
been  received  and  these  have  been  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the 
methods  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
treatment  of  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tip  and  Sewage  Works  have  been 
continued  by  the  Wiltshire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  with  the 
consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  until  the  Council’s 
own  organisation  comes  into  being. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

I he  Public  Supplies  owned  and  operated  by  the  Council  are  in  the 
Parishes  of  Amesbury,  Bulford,  Durrington  and  Shrewton. 


AMESBURY 

The  quantity  of  water  in  the  two  boreholes  has  not  varied  greatly 
during  the  year  and  a sufficient  supply  is  ensured  for  existing  con- 
sumers, including  the  large  Service  installation  at  Boscombe  Down. 
In  order  to  ensure  this  amount,  however,  the  present  pumps  have  been 
worked  to  capacity.  The  new  work  for  joining  up  the  Amesbury  and 
Durrington  supplies  was  well  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  when 
effected  will,  with  the  using  of  zoning  valves,  enable  a part  of  Ames- 
bury to  be  supplied  from  Durrington  where  there  is  not  at  present  such 
a heavy  demand. 

» 

SHREWTON,  BULEORD  and  DURRINGTON 

These  supplies  continue  to  function  satisfactorily  and  there  is  a 
reserve  for  future  connections. 

The  undermentioned  Parishes  are  supplied  from  privately  owned 
water  schemes  : — 

Cholderton  (Cholderton  Water  Company). 

Wilsford-Lake  (Lt.-Col.  F.  G.  G.  Bailey). 

Tilshead  (Supply  taken  in  bulk  from  the  War  Department  Trunk 
Main). 

Samples  of  water  taken  regularly  from  the  above  supplies  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  were  free  from  con- 
tamination. 


El  GHEE DEAN 

A scheme  for  obtaining  a bulk  supply  from  the  nearby  War  De- 
partment Trunk  Main  was  approved  during  the  year.  The  works,  when 
installed,  will  form  part  of  the  future  Regional  Scheme,  to  which  it 
will,  in  due  course,  be  connected. 
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REGIONAL  SCHEME 

Some  progress  was  made  in  connection  with  this  Scheme  during 
the  year  and  approval  was  received  for  the  sinking  of  new  boielioles  at 
Newton  Tony  and  Shrewton.  It  is  hoped  that  early  approval  to  this 
Scheme  will  be  given  and  that  much  needed  water  supplies  can  be  pro- 
vided in  the  District,  and  especially  to  Parishes  in  the  Bourne  Valley. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

AMESBURY 

Tests  of  the  effluent  taken  from  the  Amesbury  Sewage  Disposal 
Plant  by  the  County  Public  Health  Authorities  were  satisfactory,  des- 
pite the  heavy  demand  made  on  the  Works  by  the  connection  ol  the 
whole  of  the  Service  establishment  at  Boscombe  Down.  A scheme  for 
a relief  sewer  in  the  centre  of  the  V illage  was  authorised  during  the  year. 


BULFORD  and  DURRINGTON 

All  outstanding  matters  in  connection  with  this  scheme  were  satis- 
factorily concluded  during  the  year  and  approval  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  works  during  1951  was  received. 


SHREWTON 

Further  progress  was  made  regarding  the  provision  of  a sewerage 
scheme  for  this  Parish  and  application  was  made  to  the  Ministry  for 
approval. 

All  the  Council’s  new  Housing  Estates,  where  Public  Water  Sup- 
plies and  Sewerage  Schemes  are  not  available  are  provided  with  their 
own  independent  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  units,  which  are 
under  regular  supervision  by  the  Council’s  staff. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOL) 

MILK  SUPPLY 

The  majority  of  the  milk  supplied  in  the  District  is  pasteurised, 
being  processed  in  the  Dairy  situated  in  Amesbury.  Regular  sampling 
of  this  milk  throughout  the  year  showed  compliance  with  the  standards 
laid  down. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughter  houses  in  this  area  and  the  slaughter 
of  all  animals  for  human  consumption  is  carried  out  at  the  Government 
centralised  slaughter  houses  situated  at  Stratford-sub-Castle  and 
Downton. 

During  the  year  a new  industry  was  established  in  the  District  in 
the  form  of  a Poultry  Packing  Station,  erected  in  the  Parish  of  Ames- 
bury  and  which  is  claimed  to  be  the  largest  business  of  its  kind  111  the 
Country.  Poultry  of  all  types  is  collected  over  a wide  area  and  is 
brought  into  the  premises  where  it  is  killed,  dressed,  packed  and  des- 
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patched  to  the  home  and  overseas  markets.  Owing  to  the  restrictions 
on  building  operations  only  a limited  amount  of  accommodation  could 
be  provided  and  the  factory  cannot  yet  be  considered  to  be  complete, 
but  will  be  extended  as  further  building  licences  are  received.  The 
most  urgent  requirement  is  a Cooling  Room  in  which  the  body  heat 
can  be  efficiently  extracted  before  the  poultry  is  packed  for  despatch 
or  placed  into  cold  storage. 

Experiments  were  carried  out  to  hasten  the  loss  of  body  heat  by 
immersing  the  plucked  birds  in  tanks  of  cold  water,  but  these  did  not 
prove  satisfactory  and  the  system  was  abandoned,  and  cooling  now 
takes  place  with  the  aid  of  electrically  driven  fans.  The  cold  storage 
room  provided  is  of  20  tons  capacity. 

After  slaughter  the  poultry  is  plucked  largely  by  machine,  and  ac- 
cording to  type  this  is  either  by  dry  or  wet  process.  The  former  pro- 
cess is  employed  for  the  larger  birds  such  as  ducks,  geese,  and  turkeys 
and  the  latter  for  chickens.  In  this  the  chickens  are  immersed  in  hot 
water  for  a short  time  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  the  feathers.  Feather 
recovery,  for  commercial  use,  has  not  been  overlooked  and  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  wastage  of  wet  feathers  has  been 
avoided  and  regular  consignments  of  these  feathers  are  transported 
to  a factory  in  Wiltshire  where  they  are  made  marketable  by  being 
washed,  sterilised  and  dried.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  firm  to  erect  a 
building  in  the  future  to  cany  out  this  process  on  the  premises.  This 
building  will  also  be  used  to  house  other  machinery  and  will  release 
an  existing  room  which  can  be  easily  adapted  for  use  as  a Cooling  Room. 

Before  packing  the  poultry  is  hung  on  moveable  racks  where  it  is 
graded  according  to  size  and  weight,  and  is  then  finally  inspected  as  to 
its  fitness  for  human  consumption.  This  inspection  is  carried  out  daily 
between  Monday  and  Friday  of  each  week  and  involves  the  inspection 
of  some  thousands  of  birds. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1950,  approx.  110,000 
Turkeys,  300,000  Chickens  and  500  Geese,  were  passed  through  this 
Packing  Station  and  condemnations  amounted  to  288  Turkeys,  8 
Geese  and  203  Chickens,  representing  0.26%,  1.6%  and  0.05%  respect- 
ively. 

From  returns  available  for  the  present  year  it  is  anticipated  that 
there  will  be  an  increase  of  approximately  50%  on  last  year’s  figures 
in  the  number  of  birds  passing  through  this  Packing  Station. 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES 

Routine  inspections  of  all  premises  where  Ice-Cream  is  manu- 
factured or  sold  were  made  throughout  the  year. 

There  are  two  Manufacturers  in  the  District  all  others  purchasing 
their  supplies  in  bulk  from  registered  suppliers  outside  tlie  Area. 

FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  all  premises  where  food  is 
prepared  and  the  general  standard  of  these  premises  is  satisfactory. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED  DURING  1950 


Beef 

Bacon  . . 
Pigs’  Feet 
Chitterlings 
Maws  . . 
Fish 

Cheese  . . 
Canned  Meat 
Canned  Fruit 
Cereals 
Canned  Milk 
Cocoa  . . 
Mincemeat 


472  lbs. 

6 lbs. 
100  lbs. 
168  lbs. 
112  lbs. 
242  lbs. 
787  lbs. 
14  lbs. 
22  tins. 
676  lbs. 
24  tins. 
28  lbs. 
483  lbs. 


E.  H.  Perkins  and  Son  Ltd.,  Marlborough. 


